If we look, lets just do a little, experiment. Go to Google, go to advanced search, and let’s search for, erm, well, let’s search for nothing actually first, let’s have a look. In Google Advanced Search, you can search for Creative Commons work only, under the Data usage rights, Region and More link on the advanced search page. I went to the advanced search page by clicking on this icon here, the cog here, and under Usage rights, Region and more, I’m going to choose usage rights. So “free to use share or modify even commercially”. So this is the most open and liberal of creative commons licenses. And I’m going to search within the “uk.ac” domain. So, I just want to know what universities are licensing under Creative Commons licenses and I get about 47,600 results. You can see all of these have got “ac.uk” domains. Let me just go back and … “free to use or share”.. they don’t use the Creative Commons CC BY SA or ND terms so I’m just trying to guess which. 
Right OK. “Free to use or share” is, it appears to be in Google’s terms, the kind of blanket, anything licensed under a Creative Commons license. And if we do that search for all Creative Commons licensed material on the ac.uk domain we get back half a million results. Ok?  So that’s quite a good place to start if you’re then looking for Open Educational Resources. Search using Google Site, colon, ac.uk, erm, filter and search for the materials around Chemistry that are openly licensed and let’s click on “water activity” and there you go. There’s something here on water activity from LSBU. Where’s that? South Bank. 

And it’s got a creative commons license at the bottom of it, so I’ve just found a creative commons license, sorry, I’ve just found an Open Educational Resource and this one is, attribution, non-commercial, no derivative work, so what they’re saying is you can use this just as it is. OK. You can use it just as it is. 

Audience: But you can’t amend or change it.

You can’t amend or change it

Audience. Sorry, but you said it’s non-commercial, but you just said that Universities are considered to be commercial activities

I think it is a very grey area, and really my advice to you is whatever you feel comfortable with. If you’ve just got a gut feeling,  just don’t like the idea of it having commercial use, use non commercial license
Audience. It’s more if we want to use something that says non-commercial

Then I would use it, I would take that risk because to be honest it’s such a grey area. I wouldn’t worry too much about the non... if you’re using it for educational purposes, I wouldn’t worry about the non commercial clause. Despite what the detail may be, because the arguments are endless around what it constitutes

Audience: And the no derivatives, you say you can’t change it, does that mean you can’t use a section of it either

That’s right. You can’t say “I’m just going to take this bit and put it into my own slides and then license it on as an educational resource. What he’s saying is you’ve got to take this entire resource as it is, and then you can use it under those terms. 

OK so before we go into creating our own licenses, this is one of the best ways of finding open educational resources from UK education. Just use Google search, er, the advanced search.  
Oh look at that. Number 2, when we search for chemistry, sorry, I hadn’t actually rehearsed this, but when we search for chemistry, Creative Commons license under ac.uk, we’ve got the Chemistry FM project that we did a couple of years ago which is nice to see. 

So this link here links to the http://commons.lincoln.ac.uk website. There is a page here which explains more about creative commons licenses. I think it’s a useful introduction even though I do say so myself (I wrote it) . This page here is about the licenses which takes you to http://creativecommons.org where there’s a video with, er.. So there’s the official page about what the licenses are. It’s excellent really. It says everything I could possibly say of course about creative commons licenses and the third link is to choose a license and I’d like us all to do that right now.

This is how you create a creative commons license and effectively this is what you use when you create an open educational resource, so you’ve got your slides, you’re sure of the copyright, you created all the slides yourselves, or you created most of the slides yourselves and you’ve also used someone else’s that openly licensed them under the right terms and you’re ready to then publish your open educational resource. You go to this page that you’re all on right now and you choose the license. To be honest you’ll probably choose one or two licenses and then you’ll just use the same license over and over again. So you’ll t use this page once or twice, and then you’ll just copy the license from educational resource to educational resource. 
So the first question is “Do you want to allow commercial uses of your work” So choose what you wish there. Entirely up to you. Next question. Allow modifications of your work? Well this where you have to think about the share alike clause and the no derivs clause. So “allow modifications”  of your work? “Yes”. If you chose yes at the top for commercial use, and yes for modifcations, essentially you’ve chosen a CC BY license. All you require is attribution. If you choose the share alike clause, then you’ve chosen the CC-BY-SA License. Creative Commons Attribution, Share Alike license. If you choose “no” you’ve created a non-derivative license. Ok? So go ahead and choose the license you feel most comfortable with and happy with. Will it have commercial… er, can it be used commercially and do you allow modfications, and if so, should people share the same license. Should they, do you insist that they share the same license as you, or not? Ideally as a consumer of an open educational resource you are looking for resources that people have licensed most liberally. CC-BY, yeah? CC-BY is the most open of all creative commons licenses except for the public domain licenses. Because you know that with that license you’re then free to re-license it under any terms that you wish really. (Is that right. Yes it is)
But if someone has used a non-derivative, or share alike clause then you have to think carefully about whether you want to use them in yours and whether their clauses conflict with how you would like to license your work. OK. Finally you can choose the jurisdiction of your license and obviously down the bottom of the list, you’ll find UK. When you’re searching for work, when you’re searching for resources, don’t worry too much about the jurisdiction. Most Creative Commons licenses just use the so called International License and there are no conflicts between jurisdictions, but there in most countries, there are local groups that have developed the legal code, the legal deed behind the license and make sure that it suits their particular jurisdiction, er, legal jurisdiction. So I’m interested to know.. and then you can provide this additional information if you wish. It’s not essential it’s optional and you can fill that form out. But really in creating the license it’s just these two questions here that you need to think about. It is the core of open educational resources, There would not be an open educational resource movement without creative commons having got where it has

